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It is clear from the foregoing, that Hinduism is not an exclusive
religion. In it there is room for the worship of all the prophets of
the world. It is not a missionary religion in the ordinary sense of
the term. It has no doubt absorbed many tribes in its fold, but
this absorption has been of an evolutionary imperceptible charac-
ter. Hinduism tells everyone to worship God according to his own
faith or dharma, and so it lives at peace with all the religions.
That being my conception of Hinduism, I have never been
able to reconcile myself to untouchability. I have always regarded
it as an excrescence. It is true that it has been handed down to us
from generations, but so :are many evil practices even to this day,
I should be ashamed to think that dedication of girls to virtual
prostitution was a part of Hinduism. Yet it is practised by Hindus
in many parts of India. I consider it positive irreligion to sacri-
fice goats to Kali and do not consider it a part of Hinduism.
Hinduism is a growth of ages. The very name, Hinduism, was
given :to the religion of the people of Hindustan by foreigners.
There was no doubt at one time sacrifice of animals offered in the
name of religion. But it is not religion, much less is it Hindu reli-
gion. And so also it seems to me, that when cow-protection became
an article of faith with our ancestors, those who persisted in eat-
ing beef were excommunicated. The civil strife must have been
fierce. Social boycott was applied not only to the recalcitrants,
but their sins were visited upon their children also. The practice
which had probably its origin in good intentions hardened into
usage, and even verses crept in our sacred books giving the prac-
tice a permanence wholly undeserved and still less justified. Whe-
ther my theory is correct or not, untouchability is repugnant to
reason and to the instinct of mercy, pity or love. A religion that
establishes the worship of the cow cannot possibly countenance
or warrant a cruel and inhuman boycott of human beings. And I
should be content to be torn to pieces rather than disown the
suppressed classes. Hindus will certainly never deserve freedom,
nor get it if they allow their noble religion to be disgraced by
the retention of the taint of untouchability* And as I love
Hinduism dearer than life itself, the taint has become for me an
intolerable burden. Let us not deny God by denying to a fifth of
our race the right of association on an equal footing.
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